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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3752 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINT, LE, SY 

SUB J : RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT SARKIS 

1 . AMBASSADOR CALLED CHANCERY AT 1400 LOCAL TIME JULY 6. 

HE SAID HE HAD JUST COME FROM PRESIDENTIAL PALACE WHERE HE 
HAD MET WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS AND FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS. 
(AMBASSADOR CALLED AT THE PALACE AT HIS INITIATIVE AFTER 
RECEIVING TELEPHONE CALL FROM DANY CHAMOUN SAYING THAT SARKIS 
INTENDED TO RESIGN.) SARKIS INFORMED AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD 
DEFINITELY DECIDED TO RESIGN. SARKIS SAID THAT HE IS IN 

THE MIDDLE AND HIS POSITION IS UNTENABLE; HE CANNOT BE WITH 
THE SYRIANS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS AND HE CANNOT BE WITH THE 
CHRISTIANS AGAINST THE SYRIANS. AMBASSADOR TRIED HARD TO 
DISSUADE SARKIS FROM TAKING THIS STEP BUT SARKIS WAS DETER- 
MINED. SARKIS REPEATED THAT HE HAD DEFINITELY DECIDED TO 
RESIGN AS SOON AS HE COULD GET IN TOUCH WITH THE SPEAKER OF 
THE PARLIAMENT, KAMAL AL-ASSAD, IN ORDER TO PRESENT HIM HIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RESIGNATION. 

2. AMBASSADOR DESCRIBED TO SARKIS AND BOUTROS APPROACH WE 
WERE PLANNING TO MAKE TO THE SYRIANS DESCRIBED IN STATE 
170073 AND AGAIN URGED SARKIS NOT REPEAT NOT TO RESIGN UNTIL 
AFTER WE HAD HAD FURTHER OPPORTUNITY TO TRY TO WORK OUT A 
SOLUTION. SARKIS AND BOUTROS REPLIED THAT US APPROACH TO THE 
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SYRIANS WOULD NOT WORK, 1) BECAUSE ANY DIRECT US APPROACH 
TO THE SYRIANS ON THIS SUBJECT WOULD BE DEEPLY RESENTED, AND 
2) BECAUSE NEITHER SYRIANS NOR CHRISTIAN MILITIAS WOULD AGREE. 

IT WAS UNREALISTIC, SARKIS AND BOUTROS SAID, TO TALK OF 
CHRISTIAN MILITIAS LEAVING ASHRAFIYAH BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE 
THEY LIVE. FURTHERMORE, CHRISTIANS WOULD NOT AGREE TO LAY 
DOWN THEIR ARMS UNTIL THE PALESTINIANS ARE ALSO DISARMED AND 
SARKIS AND BOUTROS WERE NOT AT ALL SURE THAT THEY SHOULD. 
SARKIS AND BOUTROS SAID THAT SYRIANS CONSIDER THE LEBANESE 
CHRISTIAN MILITIAS AS CRIMINALS AND WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT TREAT 
THEM AS EQUALS. THE SYRIANS SAY (AND SARKIS AND BOUTROS 
BELIEVE THEM) THAT THEY WILL STOP SHOOTING IF THE MILITIAS 
DO. HOWEVER, EVERY TIME THERE IS A LULL SOME UNDISCIPLINED 
MILITIA MAN LETS OFF A ROUND AND HE FIRING STARTS AGAIN. 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL PHALANGIST RADIO ANNOUNCED AT 1400 LOCAL 
THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS INTENDS TO RESIGN AND THAT AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR CALLED AT BAABDA IN AN ATTEMPT TO DISUADE HIM. 
FOLLOWING HIS DISCUSSION WITH SARKIS AND BOUTROS, AMBASSADOR 
HEARD FROM GOL UN AMBASSADOR TUENI THAT SARKIS HAD AGREED TO 
POSTPONE HIS RESIGNATION A FEW HOURS BUT AMBASSADOR DOUBTS 
THAT SARKIS WILL CHANGE HIS MIND. PARKER 
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